Aetat. 66.]        BosweWs morbid suspicions.              471
Not having heard from him for a longer time than I supposed he would be silent, I wrote to him December 18, not in good spirits:—
' Sometimes I have been afraid that the cold which has gone over Europe this year like a sort of pestilence1 has seized you severely: sometimes my imagination, which is upon occasions pro-lifick of evil, hath figured that you may have somehow taken offence at some part of my conduct.'
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 'DEAR SIR,
' Never dream of any offence. How should you offend me ? I consider your friendship as a possession, which I intend to hold till you take it from me, and to lament if ever by my fault I should lose it. However, when such suspicions find their way into your mind, always give them vent; I shall make haste to disperse them ; but hinder their first ingress if you can. Consider such thoughts as morbid.
' Such illness as may excuse my omission to Lord Hailes, I cannot honestly plead. I have been hindered, I know not how, by a succession of petty obstructions. I hope to mend immediately, and to send next post to his Lordship. Mr. Thrale would have written to you if I had omitted; he sends his compliments and wishes to see you.
'You and your lady will now have no more wrangling about feudal inheritance2. How does the young Laird of Auchinleck ? I suppose Miss Veronica is grown a reader and discourser.
' I have just now got a cough, but it has never yet hindered me from sleeping: I have had quieter nights than are common with me.
of the muscles must certainly wear out a man's face before its real time.' Mme. D'Arblay's Diary, \. 64. Malone fathers this witticism on Foote. Prior's Malone, p. 369.
I  On Nov. i of this year, a proposal was made to Garrick by the proprietors of Covent-Garden Theatre,' that now in the time of dearth and sickness' they should open their theatres only five nights in each week.    Garrick Corrcs, ii. 108.
II  Mrs. Boswell no doubt had disliked  his wish to pass over his daughters in entailing the Auchinleck estate, in favour of heirs-male however remote.  See post, ii. 474.   Johnson, on Feb. 9, 1776, opposing this intention, wrote :—' I hope I shall get some ground now with Mrs. Boswell.1
' I cannote assumes the next; I believe he ever kept the same look for half-an-hour together whole course of his life; and such an eternal, restless, fatiguinjght that music was positive pain to him. Upon his hear-ing a celebrated performer go through a hard composition, and hear-
